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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 0761 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SA, FR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA 
REF: (A) JIDDA 0687 (B) PARIS 2499 

SUMMARY: FRENCH EMBASSY COUNSELOR DESCRIBES GISCARD VISIT 
AS BEING LONG ON FORM AND SHORT ON SUBSTANCE BUT SAID IT CON- 
SIDERED CONSIDERABLE SUCCESS BY FRENCH. END SUMMARY. 

1 . FRENCH EMBASSY COUNSELOR FOUGEROUSE TELLS US THAT THE 
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FRENCH SIDE WAS GREATLY PLEASED WITH THE VISIT OF PRESIDENT 
GISCARD D’ESTAING TO SAUDI ARABIA. THEY REGARD THE SUCCESS 
AS DERIVING FROM TWO FACTORS. FIRST THE TREMENDOUS HONOR 
BESTOWED ON GISCARD IN THE COURSE OF HIS VISIT. THIS BEGAN 
WITH THE KING’S HOBBLING TO THE AIRPORT IN OBVIOUS PAIN TO 
GREET THE PRESIDENT AND CONTINUED WITH SIMILAR MARKS OF ESTEEM 
AND HIGH REGARD THROUGHOUT THE VISIT. SECONDLY THE VISIT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


PROVIDED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A THOROUGH EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON 
A BROAD RANGE OF SUBJECTS; THE DETAILED TALKS PERMITTED 
DEFINING AND LIMITING POINTS OF DISAGREEMENT WHERE THEY COULD 
NOT BE ELIMINATED. THE MIDDLE EAST SECTION OF THE COMMUNIQUE 
ILLUSTRATED AN AREA WHERE COMPLETE AGREEMENT WAS NOT POSSIBLE 
DESPITE CONSIDERABLE EFFORT TO COME UP WITH COMMON LANGUAGE. 
THIS FAILURE DID NOT AFFECT THE TONE OF THE VISIT, HOWEVER. 

AND BOTH SIDES WERE CONTENT TO SPELL OUT THEIR OWN VIEWS. 

3. FOUGEROUSE SAID THAT THEERE WAS NEVER ANY INTENTION OF 
SIGNING "COMMERCIAL-TYPE" AGREEMENTS DURING THE VISIT. THIS 
WOULD HAVE DEMEANED THE PRESIDENTIAL CHARACTER OF THE VISIT. 
MOREOVER. THIS KIND OF THING COULD BE BETTER DONE IN FOLLOW-UP 
VISITS BY TECHNICAL EXPERTS. THE OIL PURCHASE AGREEMENT 
WHICH RECEIVED SUCH PUBLICITY WAS IN FACT TOTALLY INDEPEN- 
DENT OF GISCARD'S VISIT. IT WAS NO MORE THAN RENEWAL AND 
EXPANSION OF A MULTI-YEAR AGREEMENT WHICH HAD EXPIRED ON 
JANUARY 1. 

4. COMMENT: THE FRENCH HERE SEEM HAPPY ABOUT THE WAY THE 
VISIT WENT OFF. IT IS NOT CLEAR YET THAT THE VISIT WAS MORE 
THAN POMP AND CEREMONY SIGNIFYING LITTLE. 
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